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The Teaching of the Big Ideas and the Core Concepts of Biology

An Jun
(Beijing NO. 101 Secondary School, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract; The big ideas belong to the philosophy thoughts which produce in the process of
exploration of subject. The core concepts are the framework of the concept system, and the essence of the
concept of subject. The teaching of the big idea and the core concept can help students understand the
nature of the discipline, and promote biological core literacy, and is beneficial for the students’ life.
Thinking about the big idea and the core concept will promote the teacher professional development. The
teaching of the big ideas and the core concepts needs teachers to prepare lessons from the whole and to
think about the educational value of the knowledge. Teaching big idea is the soul of subject teaching.
Grade 12 is a good time to improve students understanding of the nature of the discipline.

Key words: biological teaching; big idea; core concept

. 86



